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HANDLE WITH CARE - Rosa Camacho, a new VF employe from Fort

‘Davis, packs the fruit according to color, size, and point of delivery.

tempered glass, Selina admit-
ted. ~ »
“We had lots of damage
in 1997 when hail destroyed a
few thousand sheels of glass.
And in the Marfa plants in
2000 we lost a million pounds

_of tomatoes due to hail dam-

age — the storm came up sud-
denly and the ventilators
couldn’t close quickly enough.”

The greenhouse workers,

trolleying along each row once -

per week, hand-prune to re-
move side shoots. One cluster

of fruit grows every six to eight.

inches along the stem depend-
ing on the time of year — den-
sity is lower in winter than in
the summer. The target size
per tomato is eight or nine
ounces. )
When ripe for picking, the
tomatoes are dropped into wa-
ter-filled flumes along the
floors to be transported to the
packing facility between the
two 20-acre greenhouses. Here

. droponics

~ machines and packers sort the

fruits by color, weight and size
according to orders for delivery.

Selina said Village Farms
management is “very happy”
with the workers they have,
most of whom live in Jeff Davis
or Presidio County. Some also
arrive dally by van from
Ojinaga.

The typical pay scale
starts at $6.50 per hour for
those learning to pack the to-
matoes, and $9 to $10 per hour
for experienced greenhouse
workers who prune and pick
the. fruits. All are eligible to
receive health benefits after six
months, he said. .

" Selina, originally from
England, said he started work-
ing in a greenhouse when he
was just out of school. He later
studied chemical engineering
but decided he preferred hy-
. He speaks fluent

Spanish and has also worked
in Colorado and Mexico.




